THE PHONOLOGY OF RHONDDA VALLEYS ENGLISH. (Rod Walters, University of Glamorgan, 2006)

synopsis & transcript

TREHERBERT 2

INFORMANTS:

A: B:

Male, 59 yearsold Male, 71 yearsold

Welsh: fluent/some/dlight/none Welsh: fluent/some/dlight/none
Mother's Birth: Treherbert Mother'sBirth: Treherbert

Father's Birth: Blaencwm Father'sBirth: Treorchy

They look at a picture of the 1936 Miner’s March to [00.00 min - 01.40 min]

London and discuss what it must have been like for
the marchers and their families. They compare those
days with the apathy and crime to be found today:

(transcript)

A: [mm]

B: | canremember .. | can remember the marchers ... ... yes

B 1936 yes

[:. . that's~ that’'s back in the 1930sis it what isit .

A . mm

B: . . | erm. my uncle went on it he

I: tell me about it then
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A: ... mm

B: for the next stage of the journey ... terribletimes ...

l: well well

B: terribletimes ... quiteamazed ... how .. how the wives

B: tolerated it . you know .. they wereleft at home .. marvellous ..

B: amarv~.. avery romantic era .. but avery cruel erawasn’'tit ...

A: .. theonly sad thing { now} that | see Gwyn .. isthe apathy that has

B mm

A: goneonfor over theyears ... noinmy timelike .. I'mabit
B: [oh] terrible .. Yes [yes]
A: .. I’mabit younger than you again .. youknow .. withthe
B . yes

A: hedth service . and things like all these cuts you know and
B . mm
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A: people arejust putting up with it .. when you think about

B . mm

A: people marching to London you know .. forajob

B . yes

A: .. how far we've gone how apathetic we' ve gone

B: marvellous men

A: .. and we're going back to the old days

B: gone backwards . haven't we

A: of feudal system .. and it's going back to it

B: ... mm .. and we're living

A: [unfortunately]

B: withviolence .. localy . ... that's amazing

I .. how~how is that now
B: break-ins ..... cars being smashed . you know erm absolute

A: [ drugs]

B: beatingsup .. oh .. terrible terrible terrible

I .. can't the police do

(c) University of Glamorgan, 2006



THE PHONOLOGY OF RHONDDA VALLEYS ENGLISH. (Rod Walters, University of Glamorgan, 2006)

B: .. well . thepolice ... there~there’'s not enough of

I: anything about it

A: ( inaudible) they’re undermanned you see

B: them of course you see .. apparently

B: there’sonly two or three police .. erm . governing the whole

B ( inaudibl e )

A: during the week on the night shift so if you had~

B: .. thereyouare( inaudible)
A: if you had abreak-in over here .... and they werein Ferndale

A: they’'d have to come over here SO you can see what chance
B: that’ s right

A: you ve got of catching a criminal .. yeah
B: .. .. theclub here's suffered
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A: (coughs) .. nhow what they were doing
B: .. anumber of occasions
I oh dear [yes] yes

A: was they’d phone ... andthey’dsay erm .. there’'s somebody

B: [yes] yes
A: loitering outside the store in Ferndale .. or Maerdy .... and of
B yes

A: course the car would haveto go over .. toinvestigate .. and of

A: coursethey’d comeintheclub here .... because they knew they

B: (inaudible)

A: had at least half anhour ... youknow to [get out]
B: [mm] ... and we' ve opened a~

B: we'veopened apool .. now . inthevillage .. we ve been waiting

B: yearsto haveit .. it'sanindoor pool .. beautiful ... they tell me

B: .. itcost amillion pounds .. | gothereevery day toswim .. | went

B: down there yesterday morning .. and the plate glass . you've ~
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A: .. no. | haven't heard of it no

B: you've heard about it have you Peter

A: .. I haven't heard a[thing] [dear dear]
B: smashed in completely .. two o’ clock on
A well

Discussion of local crime continues and comparison [01.40 min - 06.30min]
is made with 10 years after VE day when doors

could be left open and wage packets left on the table

without anything being stolen. The causes of

youngsters' behaviour are discussed: unemployment,

lack of home discipline, parents not at home.

They resume talk about the miners' march, then talk [06.30 min —10.50 min]
about the recent miners' strike. Some uncompliment-

ary remarks are made about Mrs Thatcher and her

family. They talk about the sad fate of the pits, all

now closed down.

They see a picture of Tommy Farr, the boxer, and [10.50 min —15.00 min]
talk about his fights, hislife when heretired from
the ring, and about other Welsh boxers.

TAPE ENDS
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